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Socially Engaged Spirituality
Ediited by David Chappell 2003

This sizeable tome, which could be infinitely longer, compiled
and edited by David Chappell, celebrates Sivaraksa's 70" birthday
anniversary and honors his vast contributions and accomplishments.

Ken Kraft's witty and warm poem entitled “Lovely" offers valuable
glimpses into Sulak’s life and highlights his vision of socially engaged

Buddhism and commitment to truth, justice, and beauty-all of this in 16

stanzas. It sets the tone for the rest this festschrift.
Clear about his task, he takes each moment as it comes.
A sixteen—hour flight?
“Lovely"
Sulak is a tireless globetrotter, giving lectures or talks in every corner of the world, and in that
process, expanding his companions, his kalyanamitta.
He divulges a secret : “All conferences are flops. But if you make a friend it's worth it.”
This book is thus a by-product of Sulak's socially engaged Buddhism and lifelong activism.
The scores of contributors to this volume are his friends, colleagues, and acquaintances.
“Kalyanamitta means pal in Pali," Kraft reminds us. They include, and this is quite random : John
Ralston Saul, Donald Swearer, John Seed, Johan Galtung, Christopher Queen, David Korten,
Hans Kung, the late Maurice Ash, John Butt, Elise Boulding, Sallie King, David Loy, and James
Wolfenschn.
The festschrift in divided into three main parts : Proposals for Action, Light for Understanding,
and Values and Friendship. The first two parts are scholarly while the last part is personal. An
appendix on the life and work of Sulak is attached at the end of the book.
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Easy to perceive are others’ f:

One’s own, however, are hard to s

chaff one winnows others

But conceals one’s own

Just as a cheating gambler hides

thrown dice ,,
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